
J il ' 


TOE IN THE CAPITAL 


T 


ItfHEN THE POET OF WOE SOUGHT 
A GOVERNMENT PO?« T ION. 



Pathos and Earne»ln<;i« of His 

Qaeat, His Miserable Destitution 

and Hia Fstilc Chase of the Pnblic 

Service WUl-o'-the-WU^. 

Edgar Allan Poe, tbe master singer 
of sorrow, tbe world famous author of 
"The Raven," nut only lived in Wash¬ 
ington a number of weeks, but came 
near becoming a government clerk and 
residing In the national capital perma¬ 
nently, says Elizabeth Efillcott Poe in 
the Washington Post 

I*estlny prevented Poe from obtain¬ 
ing a government post, however. Burns 
got into the excise, Charles I-amb bad 
a desk in the Indian house, writing his 
masterly essay* "after honrs;" Haw 
tbume enjoyed a snug In-rth in the cou- 
stii.ir service, but there was no easy 
g )vermnent billet for Edgar Allan Pee. 

suggestion that there might be 
« me from Frederick William Thomas, 
i. i.tcrary friend of the poet, himself 
au r u .u.'r President Tyler. 

I Cacply impressed with the light 
duiies govern iron t service. 

Tie year was isil, and in the Poe 
<«.wudar this v- is the year when the 
1 ’jj dream chill, u Foe mugaziue, was 
near birth. T!.; idea itself was born 
without ways ut.d means to protect it 
from the world or keep it in the world. 
The personal exchequer was low and 
editors dilatory with payments. Where 
was the money to come from for even 
the Initial number? Tbe prospect of 
ateady, light remuneration came at the 
psychological moment. Tbe bubble of 
hope grew, beautiful with rainbow 
hues, lived a moment, then, like other 
Poe babbles, burst and disappeared. 

The story of its brief hour can be 
best told in extracts from tbe corre¬ 
spondence between Poe and Thomas. 
On March 7, PHI, Thomas wrote a 
chatty note to Poe on Washington af¬ 
fairs generally and his own literary 
ambitions particularly and spoke of a 
book he was working on. 

1 "How would you like," he asked, "to 
be an officeholder here at $150 monthly, 
payable by Unc'e Sam, who, slack as 
he may l»e to b < general creditors, pays 
his officeholders with due punctuality? 
How would yon l ;l .•» it?” Then Thomas 
touched up the picture with a humor¬ 
ous description « f the sinecure post a 
government cl ’; lichl in those days. 
"The work Is by no means hard. You 
stroll to tbe office a little after 0. take 
your own leisure through the day and 
then stroll home after 2 to dinner and 
do not return that day. If after din¬ 
ner you have anything? to do. It is au 
agreeable relaxation from the mon¬ 
strous laziness of the day. You have 
everything iu the writing line on ydur 
desk, and If you choose to lubricate in 
the literary way. why, you can. You 
can follow literature as well here as 
where you are. and think of the money 
to be made by it!" 

Poe, In his miserable destitution, seiz¬ 
ed on this straw of hope with avidity. 
To be released in m pecuniary care, to 
6orre b s beloved art iu peace—what a 
bavjen it promised! Besides Thomas’ 
perinaaioas there were other reasons 
why tbe scheme seemed possible. A3 a.u 
adopted sou of Virginia, a personal ac¬ 
quaintance of President Tyler and the 
literary protege of Postmaster General 
John P. Kennedy his chances appeared 
gre^t. In addition to these he was a 
descendant of men who hud fought In 
the Revolution and again in the war 
of 1S12, and his own grandfather, Gen- - 
oral David Poe, gave his entire fortune 
to the cause of liberty, and surely that 
should have given the genuine grand- • 
■on a claim to the favors of the state. 

Eagerly he penned his reply. Very ■ 
characteristic It was, too, of the man. 
Pathetic In the betrayal of the present 
■offerings, of w hich pride would not al-* 
low full revelation—how the pertinent, 
eafnest words hold a power to dim tbe 
eyes that read them today! 

"Would to God,” he writes. “I could' 
-do as you b ive done. Do you seriously 
think an application to Tyler would* 
have a good result? My claims, to be? 
cure, are very' few. I am a Virginian—! 
at, least I call myself one—for I have; 
resided all the years of my life except: 
the last few in Richmond. My political 
principles have always been as nearly* 
as may be with the existing adminis¬ 
tration, and I battled with right good 
will for Harrison when opportunity of¬ 
fered. With Mr. Tyler I have personal 
acquaintance, although this he may 
have forgotten. For the rest, I am a 
literary man. and see a disposition in 
the government to cherish letters. Have 
I any chance?*’ 

The earnestness of this reply evi; 
dently frightened Thomas. To bitfl 
without doubt it wu3 au idle sugg^* 
lion, Inspired somewhat by sympathy 
for Poe and gratitude for literary aid 
given him. The next letter shows th^ 
change of tenor. It is caufiou* and 
noncommittal, diplomatic and intaag* 
bie. In Ibis pretty phnise he begins: « 

“I trust, my dear friend, you can ob¬ 
tain an appointment. President Tyler 
T have not seen, although I called to 
-soo his sons, hut they were uqt ii*. 
Couldn’t you slip bn yourself and se£ 
the pr?~iJe:U? But i>erhaps your ap¬ 
plication had better be made through 
some one who has influence with the 
executive. I have heatd you say John 
P. Kennedy hod regard for you and 
win be glad to serve you. Would hie 

noir ; ; 

This letter chilled the poet’s hopes. 
Still he does not give tip the idea, fqr 
is not John P. Kennedy one of the 
few true friends fate has given him? 

It will be remembered that it was 
Kennedy who had obtained foe him 
the port of editor of the Southern Lit¬ 
erary Messenger and who helped W$a 
with money and advice through pa a ay 
■ dark hour. AH tbe advantages of yt 
personal visit presented them solve*. 


nut where was the money? After fu- 
t$e attempts to raise It he writes sad¬ 
ly to Thomas: 

“Would to Qod I could come to 
Washington, but you know the Old 
story—l have no money; not enough 
to take me there, to say nothing of get¬ 
ting back. It is a hard thing to be 
poor, but os I am kept so by au honest 
motive I dare not complain. Mr. Ken¬ 
nedy has at all times been a true 
friend to me. He was the first true 
friend 1 ever had. He will be willing 
to help me, l know, but needs urging, 
Cor be Is always head over heels In 
thisiness. Thomas, may I depend on 
yon?" 

From here the story moves swiftly. 
Little or nothing was done by Thomas 
for his friend, who, beyond speaking 
to Robert Tyler, son of the president, 
did little for Poe. Bob Tyler, himself 
a lltcra'T dilettante, endeavored to se¬ 
cure Poe a position In the Philadelphia 
custom bpuse. but his "pul!” Was not 
elastic enough. The custom house of 
flclals promptly resented his interfer¬ 
ence and flatly turned h > candidate 
down. A cabinet crisis, the priucipal 
event of the Tyler regime, was ap¬ 
proaching. and Bob knew it was of 
little use to try to interest his father 
hi p<x-t^ or poetry 

I Still. Thomas, by half satisfactory 
fetters, kept the hope alive for a yeat 
He must have known how frail the 
promises were, but the ]»<><*[ believed 
fn them anil him. IBs anxiety for the 
post was heightened by first signs of 
consumption iu Virginia, his beautiful 
child wife, and it meant delicacies 
and probably her life. Poe was not 
idle while he waited, however. With 
the will-o’-the-wisp of government 
service dazzling his eyes he still dug 
nwuy at the grub worms beneath his 
feet. The magazine scheme had grown 
into tangible shape, and promised sup¬ 
port made the future sanguine. It 
Was as much lu the hope of obtaining 
support from Presideut Tyler and his 
cabinet ns getting the long desired 
clerkship that Poe came to Washing¬ 
ton in 1S43. leaving Virginia and Mrs 
Clemrn iu Philadelphia. 

Arriving in Washington, the poet 
was given a royal welcome by Thomas 
anti friends. Board had been engaged 
for him at the Willow Barrett's, In 
New York avenue, near Thirteenth and 
II streets. N. W. Thomas and Boh 
Tvler vied with cadi other in show- 
ing the visitor the sights of Washing 
ton. but hero their interest ended. 
Tyler read Poe’s poems, and Poe read 
his and highly pra'sed them, which 
greatly pleased the play poet 


Been Like Lifcbt Clothes. 

‘There’s one tiling you want to re¬ 
member If you go into the bee culture 
business," remarked the man who had 
Just torn a hive to pieces to demon 
strate how easy it was to handle bees, 
“and that is never to approach the 
bees when dressed In dark clothes. 
Bees have a decided aversion to dark 
habiliments, and they show their ro 
puguaDce In a Ilvoiy fashion. Wear 
white duck and you'll meet their up 


\ ptoVal. 1 never think of fussing with 
■ my hives so long as I'm wearing a 
1 dark suit, and my wife, tit whom t!m 

bees are not accustomed, never has 
tbe least trouble iu approaching th 1 
hives if she is wearing a white u w" 
A bee bears a grudge about as long :n 
an Indian will. He makes no allow¬ 
ances for mistakes or an accident. 
Once you hanu him he will have it in 
for you for the rest of his life. Bees 
are not naturally had tempered, and 
they are really timid by nature, but if 
you carelessly crush them they will 
show an auger out of all proportion to 
their size and will sometimes sting 
you until they themselves drop dead.” 


Politicians’ and Ollier Bibles. 

“You bibliophiles talk about the 
•breeches’ Bible, the ‘bug’ Bible, the 
5>olitI<Man’ Bible, the ‘vinegar’ Bible, 
and so on. What do those names 
mean ?" 

“I’ll tell you,” the collector answer¬ 
ed. “Take first the ‘breeches’ Bible. It 
Is so called because a typographical 
error iu it causes the garments made 
by Adam and Eve out of fig leaves to 
be termed breeches instead of aprons. 

“In the ‘vinegar’ Bible of 1807 the 
word ‘vineyard’ is misprinted ‘vine¬ 
gar.* 

"The ‘printers” Bible, 1702, makes the 
psalmist say, ‘Printers have persecut¬ 
ed me without a cause.’ 

“The ‘religious’ Bible, which was 
printed -in 1637, put ‘religious’ for ‘re¬ 
bellious’ In the fourth chapter, seven¬ 
teenth verse of Jeremiah — ‘Because 
she hath been religious • • • salth the 
Lord.’ 

“The ’politician’ Bible was published 
at Geneva in 1652. It makes the fa¬ 
mous verse, ‘Blessed are the peace¬ 
makers,’ read ’Blessed are the place- 
makers.’ ” 


Banana a as They Grow. 

When yqp are buying bananas never 
purchase the long thin ones unless you 
want fruit which will pucker your 
mouth. No matter bow well ripened 
these thin bananas are. they will al¬ 
ways be found both sour and aeriil. 
That is because the bunch containing 
them was picked too soon. The Iiauu- 
na grows fastest at first iu length. 
When it has reached Us fullest devel¬ 
opment In that direction it suddenly 
begins to swell and in a few days will 
double its girth. It is at the end cf 
this time that the ban tna is rinened 
naturally, and the cT »rt of the banana 
Importer Is tq h i ve the fruit picked at 
the last moment and yet before t;*e 
ripening has progressed even enough 
to tinge the bright green of the fruit 
with yellow. A difference of twenty- 
four hours on the trees at this t:r>e 
will make a difference in tbe weight 
of the fruit. p«rhaps 25 per cent, an t 
all the difference in its Curl flavor l*e- 
tween. a pucucrr sour and the sweet¬ 
ness and smoothness which are ckav- 
seterlstlc of the ripe fruit 


Verdict for Dr. Fierce 

AGAINST THE 

i Ladies’ Home Journal. 




Sending truth after a lie. It is aa old 
maxim trfak**A He wIlT* travel sewn 

leagues while truth Is getting its boot? 
on,” and no doubt hundreds of thousands 
of good people read the unwarranted and 
malicious attack upon Dr. R. V. Pierce 
and his "Favorite Prescription "published 
in the May (1904) number of the Ladles’ 
Horae Journal, with its great black dis¬ 
play headings, who never saw the hum¬ 
ble, groveling retraction, with its incon¬ 
spicuous heading, published two months 
later. It was boldly charged in the sland¬ 
erous and libelous article that Dr. Pierce's 
Favorite Prescription, for the cure of 
woman’s weaknesses and ailments, con¬ 
tained alcohol and other harmful ingradi¬ 
ents. l)r. Pierce promptly brought suit 
against the publishers of the Ladles’ 
Homo Journal, for 5200,000,00 damages, 
l)r. Pierce alleged that Mr. Bok, the 
editor, maliciously published the article 
containing such false and defamatory 
matter xvitX the intent of injuring his 
busine.y<7urihermore. that no alcohol, or 
other Spurious, or habit-forming, drugs 
kvere. contained in his "Fa- 
ption": that said rcedlcino 
m native medicinal roots and 
no harmful ingredients what- 1 
d that Mr. Bok’s malicious state- 
ore wholly and absolutely false. 
_ '• r ,,n 11-1 "It'pruned, hv >.i.iuqyt.it 

thov w ‘-rg forced t >n ’kit"w [■•ecr t!i 

rtn L ~Li~ <>trt;L iiioiiT^irTrTrT 3 : ~>«'‘'S of " 1‘avori 
m p ntioin” from «-ini n»-iit clu-imsts 

u h.Im oTTn'iedYhlP it did m l 1i.m Ut4. Jj_ 1 - 

co ih oL or. a mot. Die alleged harmfuldra g-7 

These faets - w< re also proven in ilK-'tml or 

the action in the Supreme Court. But the 
busineA of Dr. Pierce was greatly injured by 
ttie publication of the libelous article with 
its great display headings, while hundreds of 
thousands who read the wickedly defamatory 
article never saw the humble groveling re¬ 
traction. set In small type, and made as incon¬ 
spicuous as pos>ible. The matter was, how¬ 
ever brought before a jury in the Supreme 
Court of New York State which promptly 
rendered a verdict in the Doctor's favor. 
Thus his traducers came to grief and their 
base slanders were refuted. 


We have received our 

Fall Stock of Liquors 

which we are compelled to 
sell at low rate on account of 
an over stock in our whole¬ 
sale department. 

Monogram. • 

Silverdrill, 

Golden Wedding, 

Canadian Gleb, 

John Dewer, - 
Crystalized Rock and Rye 


75c 
75c 
1.00 
1.00 
1,00 
65c 

Duff Gordon Sherry, full qt. 1.00 

We also have a wholesale 
department attached to^our 
retail department and in which 
we sell ail the standard 
brands of wines and 'liquors 
by the gallon at greatly re 
duced rates. 



Snyder. 


289 GLENWOOD AYENDE, 

BLOOMFIELD, N. J. 

AU Orders Promptly Delivered 
Telephone I08S-R. 


Ghas. A. Keyler, 

556 Bloomfield Ave.. 


DEALERS IN 



Of Every Description 
Pulorud Chutar Slits, Bonus,Ac. 

Also Oil Cloth, Carpet Lining, Mat¬ 
ting Mattreurt and Spring Bed 
always on hand. 

# W*i 

UpholsteHng and Repairing done 
with neatness. 


You Never Have Had a 

Good Portrait 

MADE I 

bec*u-e you never have gJvrn • a tilab 
Go U* d*j hr i tn k A cert -in of iwvlpe it 
m*d» in floe rty'e fur the kailUay*. 



ii;ng a man \ua 


W i. 


(. \ X 1 ' 


man 


Because in it is canieu c\u\ 
head to foot; because we sell piactica'h 

workshop, in his c-ffice, or while recreating ; lecamt v <. j i<_\ 
and even cigars , because here are gatheied things useful am 
the necessities and the luxuries, from all over the world, maku g <>1 the 
store a show place interesting to every man in any way. engaged in the pro¬ 
duction of articles or wzares of any sort ; it is a store to w hich 
bring visitors and point to its magnitude and beautv as an example of what 
Newark brains and energy can accomplish. 


oi namcutal 
ol 
lie 

a man can 


IT IS A tTORE FOR WOMEN 


Because it is stockt with everything that woman weam 


■ in 


t vi r\ t Moi' 


that she uses at home, in kitchen, dining-room, bedroom 


a: \ 


? .< 


H n 



witli furniture, draperies, pictures, chinaware, glass ware, metal and w 
utensils; then here are art goods, artists’ materials, music, nitisie.il i -!• 
merits, books to read, candies and toes for the children, bal \ tiling', i 
general; above all. because the store is a permanent exposition ol heautilii 
interesting objects—a place for sightseeing, a ]d ire I’ot entertainment 
place in which to shop and a place to rest ; a ston ; i,n;m : j< r th* edif 
tion and comfort of its patrons. 



THE 

MUTUAL BEEEFIT 

LIFE INSURANCE, CO. 

OF NEWARK, N J 




FREDERICK FREL1NGHCYHEN, 

FKKBIDFNT. 


ASSETS (Market Values) Jan. 1, 

1906.7:.T....... $99,127,139 95 

LIABILITIES. 91,4-74,331 77 

SURPLUS. 7,652.808 18 



Mutual Benefit Policies 

CONTAIN 

Special.and Peculiar Advantage* 

Wblcb are not combined In rrw» pollelre 
of any olber Company. 


DA! & CORNISH, 

District Agents- 

776 Broad St., Newark. 


Benedict Bros. 


Getting There Promptly 

is one of the things we do 
in our w’ork. Doing things 
right after we get there is 
another. We use expert 
labor and 6rst class ma¬ 
terial. 

WelLike to Estimate 

on new work, and will be 
glad to have you call on us. 


B loom fie id’s Lead r 

BARBER, 

296 GLENWOOD AVENUE, 

BLOOMFIELD. N. J. 


Arthur & Stanford, 

547 Bloomfield Avenue. 


I 


WITCHES, DIAMONDS AID RICH 
GOLD JE1ELBT. I 

“ Benedict’s lint ” Is Standard S . J. BRAUNE, 
Time and Oar Trade Mart. 


Best Equipped Toiimorial 
EstabliHhment in Town. 

Sanitary Laws Stridtlv Complied 
With. 

D. S. Standard Electrical lassie 
and Scalp Treatment. 

RAZORS GROUND AND HONED. 

Special Attention Paid to 
Children. 

American Bluejacket, 

6 cent Cigar. 

Specially made for Ibis eatabil«hmecl 

GEORGE SCHERER, 

PROPRIETOR. 


The Watch and Jewelry Houee o , DR INTIIIC A NH P A PRBHi 
Benedict Bros, was eetabllf>bed in Wall j | Ain I lnu Anl/ A Pll UitQn JulnU 


Henry Vsiimar, 

Bloomfield Centre. 


PUBLIC SCAVENGER 

Licenced By Board of Health. 

Patties deeiring to m*s** contracts m 
b»re thiUr {remises kep-t clean of ashes, 
rehie*. and garbage, ran malts favor- 
a*we a rat gem acts with 

EDWARD MAXWELL 

Office : 15 Clinton 

Ttep h oe e No. I?- 


Street in 1819 by Samuel W. Benedict, 
the father of tbe present Benedict Bros., 
wblcb makes It probably the oldest to 
their line in this country. Tbe preseet 
Benedicts removed to tbe corner of 
Cortlandt Street In 1863. 

They are cow located al tbe corner of 
Broadway and Liberty Street, where 
they have tbe moet attractive jewelry 
store-In the United States and, perhaps. 
In tbe world. 

An early Inspection of tfcefr magnifi¬ 
cent and extensive Itne of fine Watches, 
Diamonds and other Precious Gems la 
cordially invited. 

Try “The Benedict” Patent 
Sleeve and Collar Button. 

BENEDICT BROTHERS 


(41 Mm, at. (AW SL, 

NEW YORK. 


Rusouble Prices (or Strictly Best 
Wort »cd Best Materials. 

« 


SPECIAL 

ON 

Cakes and Crackers. 

I 2c per lb.. 

Reduced from 16c. 

LIGHTNING AND MASON 

Fruit Jars, Jelly Glasses. 
BILL VAI SEAL1HG RUGS. 

Rubber Rings fer Lightning 
and Mason Jars. 


Paper from 5c up to 
a Roll. 


$8 


28 Washington Stmt, Bloomfield. 

OPPOSITE BAPTIST CHURCH 

Telephone 1165-r. 


Licensed by Board of Health. 

Ml 

to at 


Odor 



to or ad- 


Mo. 


R. T. CADMUS, 
595 Bloomfield Avenue. 

BOTH ’PHONES. 

DELICATESSEN 

IMPORTED ADD DOMESTIC OOODi. 

BOLOGNAS. CHEESE AID HAM. 

Uao fine B lam ark and Pickled Herrlog 

Open Sundays from 6 to 7 P.M. 

F. A. WEBER, 

an Vufcii£tM St, Biataltld, M. A 
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